Die Laube

Die Laube is a self-built, three-storey and ten-metre-high, wooden and
modular structure in an urban community garden in Berlin. To erect

die Laube, no crane was used, no prior building knowledge needed.
Hundreds of laypeople invested more than 10.000 working hours to make
the project a reality. In extrapolation of the principles of community
gardening, die Laube’s modular build structure brought about an
architecture geared towards a practical discussion of social, economic
and ecological issues related to the built environment. The structure
fosters knowledge exchanges between local social initiatives, crafts
schools, environmental NGOs, professional associations as well as
academic institutions. The building process and subsequent vertical
greening experiments are the basis for ongoing educational programmes
on urban resilience conducted by the aforementioned institutions.

Design Awards + Exhibitions

Quest - Laboratory for Urban Ecosystems Berliner Holzbaupreis 2019, Stattbau
Best Practice 2019; An Atlas of

Planning + Coordination Commoning 2018, 2017 Seoul Biennale for

fatkoehl architects Architecture and Urbanism

Social Infrastructure Financing
Built from 2015 - 2018 Moritzplatz, German Federal Foundation for the
Berlin-Kreuzberg Environment (DBU)




Below

Mixed teams of local laymen, professionals
and students built the structure’s wooden
frame during a series of workshops. They took
place in the summer months of 2015 to 2018.




Below

Laube “Prinzes

[}

ugh di

Thro




Below

The whole built structure is modular
to allow for flexible extensions and
practical experiments in the form
of add-ons.




Above

The robust architecture enables
educators and users to burden the
structure and use it for various sorts
of in situ design experiments and
hands-on training programmes.

Below
Existing trees were integrated into
the structure. No trees were cut.




Above

Views from die Laube’s
upper platform onto the
neighbouring Moritzplatz.

Right

On the ground floor a seminar tent is
used for workshops, small gatherings
and film presentations.




Left + Below

More than 10.000 work hours and many
hundreds of volunteers were needed to
plan and build die Laube.

Right

No cranes or large machines were used in
the build process to keep environmental
disturbances to a minimum.
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Above
Various design schemes were tested
and discussed on location.

Below

The 10-metre-high poles which hold the
entire structure were manually erected
and locked into position.




Left

Apart from being an educational
platform, die Laube is open for local
cultural and community events.

Below
Some gatherings attracted over
500 people from near and far.

Right
In the evening, die Laube can
become a musical venue.




Above + Right
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day building workshop day which

lasted late into the night.
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Left

During the planning phase different
use cases were envisaged and then
tested on location.

Below

The structure also serves as a
protection against kerbside pollution
for the rest of the garden.
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Below

Die Laube has been part of several exhibitions. This is

the exhibit of a 1:1 model of die Laube’s connecting beams
with a smaller scale model of the entire structure for the
exhibition “An Atlas of Commoning” in Berlin in 2018.
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Above

Die Laube at the inaugural Seoul
Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism
in Korea in 2017.

Right
A close-up of the exhibition model.




Above
The exhibit for
“An Atlas of Commoning” (2018).

Below
Die Laube at the Seoul Biennale
of Architecture and Urbanism (2017).




The garden

Die Laube was erected in the Prinzessinnengdrten, an urban community
garden founded in the summer of 2009 on Moritzplatz in Kreuzberg

in the heart of the city of Berlin. Conceived as a pilot project for the
development of new forms of self-managed green spaces, the former
wasteland was transformed by volunteers into a thriving urban garden.
As a non-profit community project, the Prinzessinnengdrten are open to
the public. Although a wide variety of vegetables and herbs grow there,
the garden’s main focus are educational and social activities, not food
production. Moreover, the garden offers open courses on subjects like
organic agriculture, biodiversity, beekeeping and upcycling among
others. The garden is financed by a vegetarian restaurant and a gardening
workshop which builds community gardens for schools and other

institutions.

Quest

Christian Burkhard (*1966) and
Florian K&hl (1967*) have worked
together since 2013 to develop
spatial structures which further
diverse, lively and prosperous
neighbourhoods and cities. In
2015, they started to develop die
Laube. In 2016 they co-founded
Quest, a Berlin based research
and design outfit which focuses on
architecture as a trigger for urban
ecosystems.

fatkoehl architects

The architect Florian Kohl
founded fatkoehl architects

in in Berlin in 2002. Before,
Florian worked for three years

as a leading architect at Studio
Daniel Libeskind and taught for
several years at the Department of
Urban Planning of the Technical
University Berlin and at the
Bartlett School of Architecture,
UC London. Besides showing work
in several exhibitions, he has also
led multiple workshops in Europe
and abroad. With fatkoehl, he

has been working on alternative
models of architectural
production, including the
purchase and development of
empty sites in Berlin. The office
designed a series of award
winning co-housing projects as
well as cultural and educational
venues. Among other distinctions
fatkoehl architects won the

NV

_{- Berlin Architecture Prize and was
—

- . .
/ nominated for the Mies van der
//‘\~\\ Rohe Award 2015.



Project leads
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Concept and idea: Christian Burkhard, Florian Kéhl, Marco Clausen.
Design: Quest (Christian Burkhard, Florian Kéhl).

Planning and coordination: fatkoehl architekten with Alkistis
Thomidou, Claus Friedrichs, Giulia Domeniconi, Jaehee Shin, Lukas von
Bodelschwingh, Nicolas Waechter.

Building site management: Claus Friedrichs, Giulia Domeniconi, Lukas
von Bodelschwingh, Mirko Gatti.

Costing: fatkoehl architekten; Nomadisch Griin gGmbH: Julia Sfalanga,
Maxi Karthaus.

Users: Common Grounds e.V.: Elizabeth Calderon Lining, Dagmar
Pelger; Gartengruppe der Commons-Abendschule: Andrew Rewald,
Aviva Ronnefeld, Blanka Stolz, Ebo Hill, Ligia Milagres, Marlies

Laser, Melissa Harrison; MAZI (Local digital network): Andreas
Unteidig, Blanca Dominguez (UdK Berlin), Elizabeth Calderon Lining;
Nachbarschaftsakademie: Asa Sonjasdotter, Marco Clausen; supported
by the anstiftung; Prinzessinnengarten: Abendschule 99 Jahre
Prinzessinnengarten als Gemeingut.

Structural engineering: EiSat GmbH: Prof. Karen Eisenléffel with Niklas
Kolb. Fire protection: Eberl-Pacan Gesellschaft von Architekten mbH:
Reinhard Eberl-Pacan.

Graphic design: Tim Sawford (D.T. Practice).

Financial support: Technically and financially supported by Deutsche
Bundesstiftung Umwelt (DBU); Ikea Stiftung. Material support: Festool,
Metsdwood, Wirth.

Die Laube was built by

Alexandr Minkin, Alexandrea Davis, Alexei Koniaeyv, Alice Sare ézserin,
Ana Rodriguez Bisbicus, Anastasia Kahl, André Mangad, Andrea Soto,
Anke Westermann, Anna-Katharina Schwitht, Annika Léschau, Arne Speer,
Bostjan Bugarié, Christian Liesendahl, Christopher Lawrence Matz, Clara
Lina Bader, Claus Friedrichs, Conor Shaw, Corinne Vial, Craig Withchell,
Daniele Ronca, Daria Skorokhod, David Leinen, Davide Del(, Ebo Hill, Elina
Kolarova, Elliot Hurst, Emma Megia, Felix Béllner, Felix R&mer, Francois
Cardeli Garcia, Frauke Prasser, Frieder Kndller, Gabriel Fortenbacher,
Giulia Domeniconi, Heiko Niebuhr, Héléne Coussediére, Ioan Gian, Irena
Georgieva, Irma DUtthorn, Isabell Blattmann, Itziar Ledn Soriano, Ivan
Zilic, Jakob Straub, Jan Elbeshausen, Jan Felix Fischer, Janine Ripke,
Jasmin Auda, Jelle Zalm, Jennifer Kegler, Jim Reifferscheid, Johanna
Kohler, John Ikechuku Onyeabor, Julia Mira Brennauer, Kai Goerigk,

Kena Loeckle, Kossara Bozhanova, Larissa Scheja, Laura Geiger,

Lena Brumby, Leoni Gmd&hling, Leonie Wipf, Lucie Vogel, Lukas von
Bodelschwingh, Maire Cordts, Manuela Knobel, Marcel Stehle, Marco
Fantini, Magdalena Stepien, Marina Kuck, Marlies Laser, Max Heinze, Max
Warkentin, Maximilian Vesely, Melanie Machek, Michaela Apfler, Mina
Radi¢, Mira Leass, Miriam Hinze, Mirko Gatti, Mo Meems, Monica Pinedo,
Natdalie Bernal, Nathalie Denstorff, Nicola Gurrieri, Nicolas Waechter,
Niklas Appelt, Ninon Barray, Olivier Charlier, Paul Philipp Buntrock,
Paula Jurack, Paula Robina Beck, Rafael Jesus Ferndndez, Randa Bittar,
Remon Hermessen, Saba Khanghahi, Sabrina Schlosser, Salome Schafroth,
Sarah Gretsch, Sascha Hofmann, Senta Hoppe, Stefanie Halbeisen,

Tizian Molnar, Tobias Brdunig, Tobias Scholz, Vasilis Ntouros, Yamina
Baumgartner, Yen-Chieh Chung, Yesenia Perez Guzman, Yijie Bu, Yue Zhang
and many others.



Education
partners
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Bildungs- und Technologiezentrum der Handwerkskammer Berlin: Gudrun
Laufer; Humboldt Universitdt zu Berlin, Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institut flr
Agrar- und Gartenbauwissenschaften: Dr. Thomas; Knobelsdorff-Schule,
Oberstufenzentrum Bautechnik: Kai Goerigk, Knut Kilzer, Uwe Schulze; TU
Berlin, Habitat Unit: Prof. Philipp Misselwitz with Marta Gras.

Follow, Contact + Read Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
instogrom/dieloube International (CC BY 4.0), 2018
contact@dielaube.org

dielaube.org

gst.eco



